Notes on Saturday 5 May:   Sector Meeting

Announcement by SAPS

SAPS announced a change in Sector Policing.    Each sector will be managed by a captain or superintendent.   The deputy manager will be a constable.  In addition each sector will be assigned a reservist.

Both the sector commander and the deputy will be issued with SAPS cell phones.

Sector 1:  managed by Sup. Redelinghuys

Sector 2:  managed by Sup. Wheeler

Sector 3:  managed by Captain Japhta

Sector 4:  managed by Captain Heydenrych

Crime Report by SAPS
SECTOR 1:  Most types of crime show a marked decrease.  This is due to visible policing and increased stop & searches.   

However, contact crime shows a sharp increase, as do drug related crimes.  All robberies are done with firearms.

Sup Redelinghuys says the community must alert SAPS more, call SAPS out more.

This obviously begs the question:  HOW can the community call out SAPS?

Given that cell phones go unanswered (or batteries are flat) and that the SAPS switchboard cannot handle incoming calls adequately.

SECTOR 2:  
The main crimes are housebreaking and theft from cars.  Firearms are not used although knives & screwdrivers are.   Blocks 1345 and 1346 stood out.

SECTOR 3:
Excellent presentation by Const. Malila.  Overall policing in this area is successful thanks to visible policing and community participation.  Raids and arrests are published in local papers.

Contact crimes are down.  Housebreaking remains a problem.

Main sources of crime are drug outlets, shebeens, vacant lots and chop shops.

SECTOR 4:  No report.

Reports from Sector Forums
SECTOR 1:  The forum meets twice a month.  One meeting between SAPS and residents.  One meeting between SAPS and business.   They’d like business to participate more.

SECTOR 2:  Have had only 2 meetings.  Greatest headache: how to get hold of SAPS as phones are not answered.

SECTOR 3:  Monthly public meetings which are well attended.  Good informer network established.

SECTOR 4:  
Well attended public meeting though no sector forum has been established.

Report from Sector Managers
Redelinghuys:  main problem is communication.  Community doesn’t contact SAPS enough.

Cloete:  community informs him;  Word on Woodstock has been instrumental in bringing this about.  Would like more community participation.

Srgt Japhta:  good comms established.

General Discussion
1. CELL PHONES:  Sup R suggested setting cells to divert (to station switchboard?)
Charge kits to be sponsored by Sector 1 community.
Sup R will check that cells have been booked out;  will discipline members who don’t follow procedure.
Train members in how to answer a phone, learn street names in their sector.
Each sector driver could be issued with a map.
Community must be educated:   they must call Detective Branch for outcomes of cases.
Each forum to hold relevant Sector Manager accountable for cells being operational.
Forum to educate public on purpose of cell phones (i.e. don’t call cells for outcomes of cases)
Forums to educate public & disseminate info on SAPS, 2nd hand dealers etc.


2. Detective Branch:  to be discussed at CPF.


3. 2nd hand dealers:  licenses need to be renewed annually.  Only 1 overworked DPO.  2nd hand dealer problem to be tackled at sector level.
Dealers to be shut down on technicalities.
Sector Manager to get 2nd hand dealer act  from DPO;   also a list of dealers in the area.
- see many of those dealers applied for licences
- dealers without a licence can be fined R1500
- dealers can be closed down if they persist without a licence
- licence has to be displayed
-seller has to provide ID


4. Sector Profiles:   Sector Manager to provide addresses of known drug dealers, shebeens and 2nd hand dealers.
These addressed to be made public.
Educate public to demand to see 2nd hand dealer licences displayed.



NEXT MEETING:  SATURDAY 25 AUGUST 2007
