Minutes of the meeting of the Woodstock Community police Forum.

Date: 14 April 2009

Present: As per list

Welcome: Mr Furtak chaired the meeting again and welcomed the participants.

Apologies were noted for the following:  Sophia Osburn

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

2. Police report:

Police officer Van Rooyen gave the monthly crime report back for March.

There had been an increase in general in reported crimes of housebreaking and theft from cars with contact crimes there was a decrease in reported crime, drug arrests decreased and double the amount of drunken driving arrests were made compared to the same period last year.

On questioning the statistics the following was revealed, theft from motor cars was mainly during the day, 11 cases of robbery reported happened at night and mainly in business premises and 5 daytime robberies.

Areas of concern are Davidson Road, Grey Street and Railway road.

The police have also increased their presence by adding 40 police reservists to Woodstock, 10 for this sector. These will be posted to the hot spots.

The police find that many of the criminals are residents of the sector who get arrested regularly but do not get convicted or punished enough to deter them from committing the same offences again.  

The forum then discussed the report:

In general there is not enough co-operation and or willingness between the police and the local community to put a stop to drug trafficking and petty theft.

The forum decided to take some action and it was agreed to minute the area’s that drug are allegedly sold. The forum would also write a letter to the owners of the premises stating that it had been brought top their attention that this was happening and ask the owners to investigate themselves. At the same time the forum would ask the Police to report-back on any investigations that they may do on these allegations.

Sgt Bergendal offered his private Cell phone contact details for instant access by forum members. This means we are able to report any drug dealing immediately.

The following addresses are again mentioned regarding alleged drug dealing.

3 Devon Road.

12 Devon Road

Ringabell

Open Ground around the Shoprite.

On further discussion it was also agreed to investigate taking action against Slum Landlords who are contributing to the decay of Woodstock.

Richard would investigate finding the bylaws on accommodation and owners responsibilities for the area.

3. Report back: The meeting at the total garage
A further 16 camera’s have been asked for, these would be linked to the Total network and video recordings would be available for the police should there be a need.

4. Report back: The Greatmore road   
Most of the problem vehicles have been removed. A white Toyota bakkie was reported to be semi abandoned in Regent Road.  A letter to the relevant authorities would be sent.

5. Douglas Place and Dylan Lane

The police had promised to do more routine patrols in this area, but it was felt that this should be increased especially late at night and in the early mornings as criminals were using this lane as an escape route.

6. Railway Road   Squatters The issue has still not been resolved although there has been indication that it is receiving attention from council.  No Letter to council was written yet.

7. Amadoda Restaurant Loud music complaints. There seems to be a lull in complaints and the issue will be addressed should complaints again arise. There could be a possible solution in erecting a sound barrior.

8. Drifter’s restaurant. Complaints about selling of liquor off the premises. It was agreed to minute this complaint and ask the SAPS to investigate and act on this complaint.
9. Social Initiative   It was agreed to try and get permission for the schoolyard to be opened in the afternoons for children to be able to play there. An invitation to Adrenalize program, Jaco  Slabbert and the Heart of Healing would be extended to join the forum and assist in this initiative.
10. Drugs Being a big concern in the area it was also decided to try getting some expert advice on how to establish a drug rehabilitation program.

11. The following is a minute from the previous meeting:   The forum gave them a pat on the back for the spirit in which they have moved forward and have set themselves the task of each attempting to bring one extra person to join the forum at the next meeting.

The date for the next meeting was set for the 12th May 2009 at 7 pm at the Woodstock police station.

