Minutes of the meeting of the Woodstock Community police Forum.

Date: 12 May 2009

Present: As per list

Welcome: Mr Furtak chaired the meeting again and welcomed the participants.

He reported that he had attended the main public CPF meeting and reported that Observatory had the strongest forum and that they were one of the more active groups. It seems that the involvement by this group is having an effect. 

Apologies were noted for the following:  Mariki Victor Inez Stephney  Samantha  Belcher

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

1. Police report:

Police officer Andreas gave the monthly crime report back for March.

There had been an increase again this month   in reported crimes of housebreaking and theft from cars. For Contact crimes there was a large increase in reported crime, drug arrests increased.

Notwithstanding the above, this sector outperformed other sectors in the area and another encouraging factor is that there are more drug related arrests on a regular basis.

The report that 90% of crime is committed by repeat offenders is however alarming. Once again the police feel that the judiciary is undermining their efforts.

It was emphasized that the intention of the Community Police Forum was to be able to give the community the opportunity to voice their concern and to ask direct questions to the relevant authorities. There would soon be a representative of Health services as well Justice , Immigration and social services required to attend these forums.

Inspector Piet was introduced to the forum. He takes over from Cpt. Hendricks and is responsible for the liquor licenses and firearms issue in the area. He will have a dedicated email address and incidents can be directly reported to him.

Once again it was stressed that all incidents should be reported and that details should be kept of whom the incidents were reported to, and what follow up action was taken by the police.

There is general consensus that there is not a policy of zero tolerance being followed by the police. The persons reporting crime and criminal behavior are not made to feel appreciated by the police and this discourages the co-operation between the community and the authorities.

The incident at Douglas place was discussed in depth and feedback from the police will be given at the next meeting.

Essex Street was again discussed as a drug problem area and the police admit it is a difficult area to deal with.

The parking lot behind Checkers remains a problem.

2. Report back: Cape Venue
Cst. Andreas did give feedback to the sector chairman.  The news owners have managed to have “Frankie” relocated.

3. Report back: The Greatmore road   
There also seems nothing new to report, the situation of abandoned cars has improved although there seem to still be quite a few unlicensed vehicles. The police and traffic police should monitor this area.

4. Drifter’s restaurant. 

The police have fined them for selling liquor off the premises. Cst.  Reported that this was now the third reported incidence, even though he concedes, that others will have fallen by the wayside by now.

5. Social Initiative Densil Moses would be approached to give assistance in some social upliftment programs.

After a long debate on the police and the many negative reports on the way some policemen were patrolling the area, it was agreed that in general there is an acceptance that things are improving, that complainants are not just busy buddies and trouble makers and that there is a far better understanding between the community and the police. 

There is however still mistrust between some of the public and the police and the role of this forum is to assist in changing this.

It was agreed to canvas some businesses to erect billboards to publicize the Forum and its work, to encourage locals to report and stop crime and to promote harmony, honesty and fight the scourge of drugs in this community.

On a positive note for the future the meeting closed.

 The date for the next meeting was set for the 9th June 2009 at 7 pm at the Woodstock police station.

