Minutes of the Woodstock Village Forum Tuesday 13 July 2010

Attendance as per register.

Apologies: Mr Gaetner and representative of Anglican Church.
The minutes from previous meeting were proposed without amendments.

Crime Report

· Contact crimes down by 49.5 percent (from 38 to 23).
· Arson up from 4 to 7 cases.

· Theft increased by 2.2 per cent (31 compared to 33 up by 2 cases).

· Other serious crime decreased by 26.4 per cent (down from 53 to 29 cases).

· Action by Police 46 per cent – should show an increase – drug targets not reached. However suggested contributing factors to this target not being met include the 2010 Soccer World Cup event.

Refugees and Squatter Camp

Report presented that there is an increase of new people in the squatter camps. It is suggested that fear of xenophobic attacks has prompted foreigners to seek shelter at the squatter camp.
Recommendations and Decisions

1. Successes of the SAPS which can be reported should be published in community newspaper so as to keep the Woodstock community informed of progress made (including closing down and seizures of drug houses).

2. Representatives from the refugee community should be approached for guidance on better communication and integration of foreign nationals into the community. In addition approach representatives via approved refugee organizations to possibly join the Forum. Suggested that a separate meeting be held with organizations representing foreign nationals regarding above issues.

3. Proposal put forward that the election of the Committee be held in mid-September at a public meeting to be convened at St Agnes Hall. A date to be organized with Mr. Louw, and designing of leaflets etc.  

4. The scheduled Forum meeting for August is postponed in consideration of Ramadan, which begins on 12 August.

