Minutes Woodstock sector 4_Community Police Forum (CPF) meeting
Date: 08 February 2011 
Place: Woodstock police station board room, Woodstock.
Attendees:

Chair: Richard Gaertner (RG)
Community: Susan Abrahams, William Archer, Nicky AsherPedro (NA), Adiel Faure, J Hyder, Zain Hyder (ZH), Jude (Dreams), Achmat Samuels, Fairooz Samuels, Riashna Sithaldeen, Essex street residents
SAPS: Captain Jafta, Sgt Andreas (SA)

Councillors office: Cedric Reginald Thomas 

Guests: James Cowley (Observatory CPF)

Minutes:

RG opened the meeting at 18:05 with a proposed agenda. Minutes of previous meeting were summarised to the group and accepted.

1. Special guests

· Captain Jafta (CJ) who is responsible for liaising with 4 sector managers and co-ordinating operations provided her cell. number for members of the CPF to contact her on 0823027114.

· Councillor Cedric Reginald Thomas (CT) asked that the CPF make greater use of his office and feel free to contact him directly via email.

· James Cowley (RC) of the Observatory CPF attended in order to report on the efforts of the greater region Liquor task team.

· It was proposed that Taarique Hassan, a reporter for the Peoples Post who writes many articles about the lower Woodstock area, be invited to attend one of the meetings. 

2. Permits

Granted: Since the last meeting a permit was awarded for a speed dating event at the biscuit mill. RG thanked the community for their input. 
Pending: an application for a once off music event on the 16 March still requires community approval.
Pending: application for a liquor outlet at 230 Victoria Rd. RG to write a response on behalf of CPF.

CT noted that the community should be aware that these events usually include “social” budgets and that the community should find a way to benefit from this.
3. Crime report 
SA presented an abbreviated crime report. This was due to computer issues that did not allow for a full report to be made at the time. In the category of ‘priority crimes’ there has been a decrease of 43.55%.  While ‘theft of motor vehicles’ is up from 4 - 7.  It was noted to that this reflects a provincial pattern and that there is no pattern in the type of cars being targeted. However a large number are being recovered outside the Woodstock area, largely intact. This indicates that the thieves are generally from outside Woodstock and that the cars are being taken by joy riders and not for commercial gain. ‘Policeable crimes’ are up in the ‘drug possession and ‘drunken driving’ categories but down in the ‘unlicensed arms’ category.

4. Observatory/Saltriver/Woodstock Liquor Task Team Report
James C addressed the group with a summary of activities around liquor enforcement in the area.  James C is heading up a community group assisting SAPS with liquor enforcement of 10 licensed establishments. The fist aim of this task team was to check how closely these establishments adhere to the regulations of their liquor and business licences.  This was achieved through inspections which focused on several categories including, ‘health’, ‘safety’ and ‘storage capacity’.  Most establishments were relatively accommodating as the task team visited them.  Proprietors/managers were presented with list of regulations that they should be adhering to and all discrepancies noted.  James C is still to write reports on each establishment. The second step is a phase two inspection to see if establishments are meeting regulations, if they do not, fines will be issued to non-compliant businesses.  James C finished by suggesting to CPF that the community should keep complaining about problem establishments and keeping a record as the new laws will force business to renew their licences on an annual basis. Good records will prevent go a long way in preventing renewals.   CT supported this suggestion by saying that a strong relationship between the community and police a good paper trail will go a long way in assisting the police close these places down.
5. Problem liquor outlets
Due to the strong presence of Regent St. residents who are directly affected by this bar the issue of progress around Sibongile African restaurant was raised. There was a query about the arrest of the owner that was reported in the paper and why the establishment was allowed to continue trading. CJ responded that the arrest was not for a faked business or liquor licence but because owner did not have the correct papers. This was later sorted out. CJ also clarified for the CPF that the police do not have the authority to close down a bar unless there is evidence for any imminent danger or if they do not have a liquor licence, otherwise a report has to be made to the liquor board which must then subpoena the proprietor for a hearing. However fines can be issued by the DPO and this is being done.  Regent St. resident (ZH) commented that after the last CPF meeting, conditions at Sibongile did improve for a while, but although the proprietor has been acting in good faith and made himself accessible to residents, the situation has once again deteriorated and it seems that he is unable to manage his patrons

CJ made a special note about Jude, the manager of DREAMS stating that he has really come to the party and it is now runs one of the cleanest and best managed bars in the area.
6. The environmental register

CJ proposed the ‘environmental’ register as another avenue for complaining about issues such as noise pollution.  These can be found at various clinics such as the one on Chapel Street, Woodstock hospital, Groote Schuur Hospital. These are monitored by the health department and investigated and the community should make use of it.
7. Juristiction

CT made a note that it was important that the community be aware of where responsibilities lie for certain issues.  The city makes the bylaws and the police can only enforce these within legal parameters. 
8. Essex street duiwehoek

Issue of the duiwehoek on Essex Street was discussed.  There is a problem with squatters and drug dealers in the area. It was established that the land is owned by the body corporate of the MEWS who need to be approached to resolve this problem. Gaertner has already approached the chair of the body corporate with no effect.  There needs to be a two pronged attack,  first to educate people to take pride in of place in which they live and second to contact the councillors office w.r.t the problem so that a field worker can be assigned to collect the details of the problem individuals. RG suggested the use of a CTV camera for surveillance to dissuade drug pedlars from the area.  This was not discussed futher.  CJ told the forum buy pointing out that the police have very little jurisdiction over squatters as they are protected by the PIE law under the constitution and that it costs land owners R20000-30000 to obtain an eviction order. The decision was taken that the Essex St. issue needs to be addressed via the body corporate of the MEWS and those residents be informed that they could all be held equally liable for illegal activities on the land they own, and so face possible asset forfeiture. The police we asked to patrol the area more often in an effort to curb the loitering and drug peddling.  CT noted that in general the owners of properties in Woodstock (absentee landlords) need to be made liable for the problems related to the properties they own.  Some effort needs to be made to find out who these people are.  

9. Social upliftment

NA was asked to present her proposal for a social upliftment project for the area but due to time constraints this was postponed until the next meeting.  All members were given a copy of the plan to read through before then.  NA was encouraged to liase with Lionel Levine the youth development officer who organises a holiday programme in the area.

On this point it was noted by CT that the social budgets of permit applicants could be earmarked for such a project but a trust would first have to be formed. 
RC brought up the QueensPark football club which has been trying to keep the graffiti off their park wall and CT noted that this would be a good place to have “styles international”, who will be holding a graffiti event on the 9-10 April to paint a socially uplifting mural. Two other walls in the area need to be identified for painting.
10. How to increase community involvement in the CPF

It was noted that streets need to start forming mini committees that could report to the CPF. Zain raised the issue that people would need publicly available spaces for street meetings. CT asked that his office be contacted for further information with regards to this.

Meeting closed at 8:00 pm.

The next meeting will be held on 12 April 2011 at 18:00.
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