MINUTES OF THE WOODSTOCK SECTOR 4 (S4)_COMMUNITY POLICE FORUM (CPF) MEETING

Date: 10 May 2011 
Place: Woodstock police station board room, Woodstock.
Attendees:
Chair: Richard Gaertner (RG)
Executive: Nicky AsherPedro (NA), Riashna Sithaldeen (RS), Leoni Verster (LV), Billy Richards (BR)
Community: William Archer, Jude (Dreams), Achmat Samuels,  L Sables, J Delport, S Abrahams, J Davids, 	Y Abrahams, Fatima Mayman, Mark Baartles, Lorenzo Parker, John Azolibi	
SAPS: Lt Cln. Redelinghuys (visible police commander) (LCR), Sgt C. Andreas (SCA)	
Councillors office: Cedric Reginald Thomas 
Guests: Teun Baartman (TB) (chair, greater Woodstock CPF), Nzwane, M (Woodstock Improvement District-WID)

1. Opening and welcome, attendance, apologies
RG opened the meeting at 18:05. There were no apologies and a register of attendance was passed around and signed.

2. Introduction to the Community Police Forum (CPF)
RG began the meeting with a basic introduction to the purpose of the CPF. Statement: “CPF an honest attempt by government to improve relationship between Police and Community and make the police accountable for their actions.” He also clarified who officially comprised the CPF (exco) (ie was elected).  These were RG as chair, LV as v. chair, NA as social projects co-ordinator. A new secretary (RS) was appointed. RG made an open invitation to the rest of the community to approach him if they wished to serve on the exco. It was also noted that Regent st. residents were co-opted and that Zain Hyder is the liason for the liquor task force.

RG pointed out that one of the problems within communities in the area was that people didn’t really know who lived in an area and who did not. To this end RG performed an exercise in which all present were asked to tie a string around their wrists to represent belonging to the community as well as a commitment to improving it. It was encouraged that those present take this idea to their neighbourhoods.  This was an idea that came from Essex St.

3. Minutes  of the previous meeting
Minutes of previous meeting were accepted without correction.

4. Crime report 
SCA presented the crime report for April 2010/2011.  Contact crimes, theft and other serious crimes were down while arson was up.  An observation was made with respect to theft out of motor vehicles, this was that known criminals from sector 4 are  now operating in sector 2. Arrests due to police action and drug arrests were up. It was noted that while these reports come from the station records the allocation of funds for crime prevention comes from the statistics related to 10111 calls. People were therefore encouraged to always lodge complaints with 10111.

5. Special report on police action at DREAMS 
LCR reported on the charge of police assault on the owner of DREAMS nightclub in sector 4.
· Incident stemmed from a routine license inspection which police are mandated to do on a regular basis. This is a health and security inspection which takes a long time and so only a few can be done on any one night. There are 91 licensed and 1 unlicensed liquor outlets in the Woodstock area and every station has only 1 officer to deal with this. 
· The incident was first brought to his attention by a report in a national newspaper.
· A disciplinary investigation was opened immediately.
· 5 days later the owner laid a criminal charge against the officers.
· The case involves 3 officers and 4 witnesses.
· The criminal and disciplinary investigations are separate.
· ICD will take over the disciplinary investigation and a hearing will be held.

6. Special report on trauma rooms 
TB made a request for volunteers for the Woodstock SAPS trauma rooms.  There are two Wendy houses on police premises, one for children and the other for adults which serve as temporary places of safety for victims of crime.  Here people are councilled and assisted with any immediate needs such as toiletries, tea etc.  As such they require people to donate both their time and groceries etc.  If anyone is willing to volunteer, training will be provided. The head councilor, Constable Barnard can be contacted for further information. The CPF was asked to spread the word to the rest of the community or possibly even organize a collection drive. He also pointed out that SAPS needs people to help with other charitable endeavours such as soup kitchens.  

7. Temporary and permanent  liquor licenses (LL)
It was noted that these are awarded differently and that there is a major loophole that license holders are exploiting. Temporary LLs are awarded by the magistrate based on the police report and the application from the owner.  This can include community objections but usually doesnt. Taking all this into account the magistrate is expected to “apply his mind” and make a decision. However it has been noted that magistrate Maku (against whom a complaint has been lodged by the greater Woodstock CPF) is has not been considering the community. However the last hearing did have a member of the community which was the first time this has happened.  TB suggested that each CPF must have a liquor task force subcommittee to deal with LL applications etc. Generally the community must get more involved with this issue. Also Sector 4 needs to start dealing with the issue of underage drinking which is already being actively dealt with in Observatory. 

Generally it is expected that LL holders understand the terms of their licenses and are therefore expected to be compliant. It is not the duty of the police to explain the terms of their licenses to them. However LL holders are welcome to approach the CPF for clarification.

The new proposed LL laws will be less lenient “ three strikes”. These are currently being held up by the liquor lobby.

8. Marketing
RG pointed out that S4 needs some way to inform the community about what we do. He suggested the local business owners be approached to sponsor a leaflet/ newsletters

9. Youth report
Police would like to arrange community visits to the station. NA to engage with how we can get the businesses in the area to invest in the community eg  for youth development.

10. Matters arising from previous minutes
Essex st.: Essex st residents have decided to tie strings around their wrists to identify who lives on that street. They have also undertaken to set up a camera in the area. Also they have decided to buy a whistle for each household which will be blown whenever illegal activity is suspected in the informal settlement. With respect to the illegal structures LV queried why everyone else needs permission from the city to build but squatters do not. Can the city not tear down the structures? More pressure needs to be put on the municipality about this issue.
Victoria rd liquor application: The official CPF response is that, while we do not encourage more liquor outlets in S4 we cannot protest the application, however we do ask that police monitor compliance with licence conditions.
Sibongile: Has applied for a new temporary licence after John closed down for a while. The outcome of this application is not yet known. RG is still waiting on us be called by the Liquor board for the permanent licence hearing. The community wants John to apply for the permanent licence and not repeated temporary licences so that this issue can be dealt with once and for all.
Kent st. This liquor outlet has already started trading however the status of licencing is not known.  RG asked for the residents statement s to be given to Sgt Prins. 

11. Other
Police made 10 arrests in Wright st. in two days based on a tip by a member of the CPF about drug dealing .

Jude brought to the attention of the CPF the issue of protection rackets in the area. Local gangsters are asking for protection money and if they are not paid are causing problems, in this case physical and property damage. He asked for help from the police with respect to this and noted that club owners do need support from the police from time to time to help control illegal activities on their premises.

RG asked the WID to raise their standards with regards to what is acceptable from business operating in the area. 

Meeting closed at 8:00 pm.


The next meeting will be held on 07 June 2011 at 18:00 which will be a public meeting.
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