	Minutes of Woodstock Sector 4 Community Police Forum 
Tuesday 4 September 2012 
	 

	A. PROCEDURAL
	 

	1. Welcome and opening
	Meeting started 35 minutes late due to being locked out of Venue. During this time fruitful informal discussions were held and community members and service providers had the opportunity to be open and unreserved in discussions and valuable insight into each other’s contribution toward a safer and more successful neighbourhood was achieved.

	 

	2. Attendance register and apologies
	RG welcomed everyone present. Apologised for late start. Only feedback for additional item on menu was from the WOCF to report back on activities and raise concerns. Special welcome to WID representatives Marcello and Blodwin Maasdorp.
	 

	3. Approval of previous minutes
	Apologies were received from Brett Heron; Chris Loyd. New attendee Megan Leigh Adams from Isango.

	

	B.MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
	Minutes were read, corrections to minutes, S4 to meet first Tuesday of month not Thursday, S 2 to meet on first Thursday. Lt G Kahn not Kiln and Swarbreck spelling mistakes.  Matters arising from minutes: Supply to CPF by list of problem buildings, known drug dens and squatters/ overcrowded buildings still not attended to. Need to action by Tuesday 14th. Application for Mzolie not further investigated. Due to timeframe objections no longer valid. Drug and squatter issues of Wright Street still needing to be addressed. Meeting and walk with Cllr. LeRoux not arranged yet.
Chair asked for assistance on taking of minutes. Minutes accepted as accurate reflection of previous meeting. 
	Chris Loyd,      sector managers / residents 

	C. CRIME REPORT
	 
	 

	Cst Pethlo
	The crime figures for the Sector remain very constant without any spike either way.  There is a month on month reduction though and this could be due to the religious period. There still is an alarmingly high rate of theft out of motor vehicles and there were 3 reported thefts of vehicles.
	 

	 






Swarbreck
	The theft out of vehicles and the petty theft, theft in general are due largely to the poor security and precautions taken by residents and visitors to the area. The sector manager asked that the forum dedicate some time to discussions on creating a plan of action to implement a program of community involvement in prevention and combating crime.

What is done after the cases are reported, what is the stats for apprehending and the conviction rate of these petty crimes.
 
	All

	 Phedlo
	
The Police find they are arresting the same criminals for similar crimes time and again, short jail sentences and amnesties allow criminals back into the system very early and prior to rehabilitation.


	 

	 
	
	 

	 General
	Discussion veered a little off the agenda, toward social issues and the root cause of petty theft, opportunistic crime and acceptance of such behaviour in the community. The habitual criminals that are arrested on a regular basis as well as the other criminals being released from jail sentences. Leslie Stofberg advised that the Baptist Church is setting up reintegration programs.
 The trauma Unit may be a vehicle to assist in the integration between police and community on this. Social services community services need to be approached. 
	 

	










Phedlo Crime Report Continue




Question:  Can we assist with a car guard?
	There has been some visible improvement in the council allocated responsibilities; the area around Bromwell Stables has improved dramatically.
The problem now is that some improvement in the policing and regular maintenance of the area needs to happen. 
 Drugs are still being sold from the stables and across the street from the semi-detached houses.
 There has been little improvement in the Wright Street area however and the residents are complaining about lack of accountability. The social services haven provided toilets but these are overflowing into the streets. The residents of the squatter camps are increasing in number and the dumping and littering is worse.

 
The stats for crime dependant on police action were down, less drug, drunk driving and similar offences were recorded.  This is disturbing but again attributed to the “Ramadan” period. : Less activity in the area.

	 R G to raise these issues at main CPF meeting and at the WID.

	
	The registration and employment of car guards needs to be clarified. There is a perception that locals are allowed to operate during the week and weekend people from outside the area take control of the streets and this causes friction.

Clarity on the registration of car guards is being sought and a method of fair allocation of area is to be discussed.
	Marcello

RG

Leslie Stofberg

	 
	
	 

	E. WID REPORT
	 
	 

	Marcello Maasdorp












Urban Lime complaint
	A very comprehensive report back from the WID was handed over and monthly stats were discussed. 
Dumping is one of the highest reported by-law contraventions and is dealt with.
Abandoned bins are collected and can be re-placed back into community if requested by public via correspondence. WELL MARKED BINS TO BE RETURNED TO ORIGINAL OWNERS.    
Residents urged to mark bins correctly and well.
WID deals with complaints such as missing drain covers, flooded drains, repaving of pavements streetlights etc.
Large amount of stop and search, drinking or fighting and sleeping in public offences attended to. 
WID collected large amount for City in fines

The traders outside Shoprite and along that stretch of Victoria road to be monitored more, building owners to mark their private space and Metro, and Police to monitor.

The feeling is that although the traders are problematic for business owners, council has licenced them and therefore they are legitimately there. They do however pay for trading licence so council must be held accountable to monitor and ensure that the area is cleaned properly. 
Community concerned about the Hookers and pimps on the streets.
	









WID
METRO P






Cllr Le Roux



	Lt KAHN
	 There is an initiative to take the Police into the community. Daily walks starting from Police station at 10 am and morning walks on Table Mountain. General police awareness. Made special mention of being aware of armed robberies (and between meeting and writing of minutes, a very successful arrest of these criminals). Co-operation between police and community encouraged.  Encouraging a pamphlet distribution and that business become involved.

	Has agreed to look into it.

	Law Enforcement
	No Metro Law enforcement officer present, 
	 

	 F. CHAIR'S REPORT 
Sector 4 Chair
	
	 

	 WID Report
	The expansion of WID still in discussion stage.  WID willing to assist where possible in community issues. WID very involved in pressing issues regarding homeless and street people.

	 

	 Sector report
	Still getting many complaints about area around Wright Cornwell and Albert Roads. Still attributed to poor repairs and standard of council maintenance which then continues to degrade area.

	 

	 
	Still no real mixed representation of business and community in forum and need for increased communication. 
	 

	 
	
	 

	G. STREET COMMITTEE REPORT
WOODSTOCK OUTREACH FORUM
	 
	 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]C. Swarbreck (Regent St. committee)
	 Appeal for Police representation at meeting on the 19th September at the Woodstock Town hall Meeting to start at 17H30.

New Drug house operating 14 Plein Street.  11 Flair street.  Seems these houses are being run by ladies. Appeal that sniffer dogs used.

61 Devon Street.  This problem house has been mentioned for months and no action is being taken. Locals want to stage a mass demonstration.

Petitions are being signed for action to be taken on drug dealers ShopRite.
Rainbow Tavern reported as being a refuge for criminals with stolen property, problem with loitering outside and the serving of liquor to already inebriated people. 
	Station Commander
Sector manager
Lt Kahn

	
	
	 

	 WID Social Services Report
	Full report given on successful contribution of Social services. 
Some homeless reunited with family.
	 

	H. LIQUOR TRADERS FORUM REPORT
	 
	 

	RG
	 No new applications; 
	 

	 
	
	

	 
	
	 

	MEETING CLOSED AT 854.PM
	 
	 

	
	 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



