Call for residents to get involved

tauriq hassen

THE Woodstock Village Forum is concerned about the number of residents in the area who are not aware of its existence. Community-related matters such as crime, social crime and residential problems are all covered by the forum, but the community needs to be educated about the forum, says chairperson Felix Furtak.He says it is difficult to relay a message to the community when they do not even know the forum exists. The forum covers the lower half of Woodstock, between Victoria and Albert roads, from Salt River Circle down to Gympie Street. It works closely with the Woodstock police and other security roleplayers in the area.” The structures are all in place, but we need our community to be come involved in what we are doing, because the forum was formed to represent our community,” says Furtak. The forum was established at the end of 2007 when it formed part of the community police subforum for sector four. In a public meeting, one of the residents suggested it be named the Woodstock Village Forum and this was accepted.” Everybody liked the name from the start and we saw Woodstock as a small community, so that is what we attempting to create,” Furtak says. He says the forum has not had the opportunity to undertake any community projects since its inception.” We were never allowed to do anything because we did not have enough members and the community did not know we were there,” says Furtak.Furtak says drugs are “a major problem in the area”, but adds that only assistance from residents will get rid of the problem permanently.” People need to assist police instead of keeping quiet and allowing the situation to get worse.” Mariam Williams, a Woodstock resident of 17 years, says she has never heard of the forum and has always wondered why the area was never represented by a residents’ association. Williams, who has in the past grappled with concerns in her area, such as traffic-related problems, is pleased to hear that the lower half is represented by an organisation.” They need to come out to the community and involve themselves,” she says.Furtak acknowledges the fact that apart from a few dedicated members on the committee, more residents are needed to make the organisation “stronger”. He says residents can lodge complaints on the forum’s website, which will then be lodged with police and discussed at monthly meetings.” It becomes difficult because people do not know about us. We have tried everything to get the message across to them.” About three years ago, the forum, which is represented on the Woodstock Community Police Forum, distributed pamphlets to each household. Police later joined the effort to educate residents, which resulted in almost 300 people being recorded on the forum’s database.Furtak says a number of these residents did not follow up, but others became dedicated members on the committee.George Thomas, a regular visitor to the area, says the area needs to be protected and well looked after because of its heritage status. He says by introducing the forum, residents could have a regular “information wave” between them, keeping them well informed of what happens at all times.”This place is plagued by issues and concerns, but the people of this area can change that by supporting this structure, because it’s what the area is lacking,” Thomas says. Furtak encourages residents to join the forum by signing up at http://village.woodstock.za.org and attending CPF meetings every second Tuesday of the month in the conference room of the Woodstock police station.

